
About	
  that	
  Character	
  	
  
	
   A	
  character	
  is	
  any	
  person,	
  animal,	
  or	
  an	
  
object	
  that	
  acts	
  human	
  in	
  a	
  story.	
  Characters	
  work	
  
together	
  to	
  tell	
  a	
  story.	
  Usually	
  there	
  is	
  one	
  or	
  a	
  few	
  
main	
  characters	
  and	
  some	
  supporting	
  characters.	
  In	
  
many	
  stories,	
  characters	
  are	
  faced	
  with	
  challenges	
  to	
  
overcome.	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  they	
  grow	
  and	
  change.	
  
Characters	
  are	
  very	
  different	
  from	
  story	
  to	
  story.	
  
They	
  each	
  have	
  different	
  personalities,	
  backgrounds,	
  
and	
  feelings.	
  
	
   Just	
  like	
  people,	
  all	
  characters	
  have	
  traits.	
  
Sometimes	
  the	
  author	
  tells	
  the	
  reader	
  exactly	
  what	
  
the	
  character	
  is	
  like,	
  while	
  other	
  times	
  the	
  author	
  
gives	
  clues	
  to	
  help	
  the	
  reader	
  understand	
  the	
  
character.	
  One	
  good	
  way	
  of	
  understanding	
  a	
  

character	
  is	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  character	
  chart,	
  which	
  can	
  include	
  information	
  about	
  how	
  the	
  
character	
  looks,	
  how	
  they	
  feel	
  about	
  things,	
  what	
  they	
  like	
  or	
  dislike,	
  how	
  other	
  people	
  
feel	
  about	
  them,	
  and	
  what	
  they	
  do	
  or	
  do	
  not	
  do.	
  	
  
	
   Another	
  way	
  you	
  can	
  have	
  a	
  deeper	
  understanding	
  of	
  a	
  character	
  is	
  through	
  
comparisons.	
  You	
  can	
  compare	
  the	
  character	
  to	
  yourself,	
  someone	
  you	
  knows,	
  or	
  to	
  
another	
  character.	
  How	
  are	
  they	
  alike	
  and	
  different?	
  
How	
  is	
  the	
  character	
  like	
  other	
  characters	
  in	
  the	
  story?	
  
How	
  is	
  the	
  character	
  alike	
  or	
  different	
  from	
  characters	
  in	
  
other	
  books?	
  
	
   In	
  some	
  stories,	
  especially	
  in	
  fables	
  or	
  fairy	
  
tales,	
  characters	
  learn	
  a	
  lesson	
  and	
  change.	
  When	
  the	
  
character	
  learns	
  a	
  lesson,	
  the	
  reader	
  learns	
  it	
  as	
  well.	
  
Writers	
  and	
  storytellers	
  use	
  characters	
  as	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  teach	
  
about	
  friendship,	
  family,	
  virtues,	
  and	
  life	
  in	
  general.	
  	
  
	
   One	
  character	
  that	
  is	
  easy	
  to	
  describe	
  his	
  traits	
  is	
  the	
  Oncler	
  in	
  Dr.	
  Seuss’	
  The	
  
Lorax.	
  We	
  know	
  the	
  Oncler	
  is	
  greedy	
  because	
  he	
  had	
  to	
  “bigger	
  and	
  bigger”	
  his	
  factories	
  
and	
  money.	
  	
  Readers	
  can	
  also	
  tell	
  he	
  is	
  inventive	
  because	
  he	
  keeps	
  creating	
  machines	
  to	
  
help	
  his	
  thneeds	
  sell	
  faster.	
  Another	
  trait	
  we	
  can	
  tell	
  about	
  the	
  Oncler	
  is	
  that	
  he	
  is	
  selfish.	
  
Even	
  when	
  the	
  Lorax	
  explained	
  what	
  happened	
  to	
  all	
  the	
  Swammee	
  Swans	
  and	
  Barb-­‐a-­‐
loots,	
  the	
  Oncler	
  still	
  insist	
  that	
  money	
  is	
  more	
  important.	
  
	
   Characters’	
  actions	
  say	
  a	
  lot	
  about	
  who	
  they	
  are.	
  Good	
  readers	
  will	
  pay	
  attention	
  
to	
  these	
  clues	
  and	
  figure	
  out	
  just	
  who	
  the	
  characters	
  really	
  are!	
  
	
  
	
  
(Adapted	
  from	
  article	
  from	
  Brain	
  Pop,	
  
http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/character/grownups.weml	
  )	
  
	
  


