Throughout my career, I have been privileged to teach in several different settings. I began in a Projects Based Learning school. After that, I taught in a more traditional setting. Some of these classrooms were entirely comprised of English Language Learners. While other years, I had various populations ranging from Gifted Talented to ESL and more. Through all of these experiences, I gained a wide variety of skills, content knowledge, and educational passions.
	My first passion is for hands on learning. I found that my students were most engaged and self-motivated when their learning was integrated into inquiry based, purposeful projects.
	My second passion is for integrating technology into my classroom. Whether it the use of Smartboards, Mac books, or iPads, I believe these are tools educators should have in children’s hands. I enjoyed “flipping” my classroom and using technology to deliver the instruction. My students created stop motion videos, commercials, published flyers for fundraisers, blogged, created game apps, and so much more. I found that not only does technology motivate children, but can be used to assist children in learning to read, problem solve, and more. It is also an invaluable tool for gathering data and adjusting instruction to meet each child’s needs.
	A final passion I would like to share with you is my desire to educate the whole child. When students leave my classroom, I want them to do so much more than be able to take a test. I design my instruction in such a way that my students become leaders, problem solvers, critical thinkers, and global citizens. I seek to instill a sense of pride, responsibility, and compassion in my students.	
	I believe all children can make academic growth through the use of hands-on, data driven instruction. This instruction should happen in dynamic small groups as well as whole group. The use of technology and inquiry-based practice is essential to preparing 21st Century learners. The only other component that outweighs these elements is the need for strong, positive relationships with students.
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